
 

 
 

 

 

 

September 24, 2020 

 

United States Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510 

 

Re: Board of Directors of the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights Under Law 

Urges Postponement of Supreme Court Nomination Process Until the Presidential 

Election Has Been Decided and the Next President Inaugurated on January 20, 2021 

 

Dear Senator:  

 

We, the undersigned members of the Board of Directors of the Lawyers’ Committee for 

Civil Rights Under Law (“Lawyers’ Committee”), urge the Senate to postpone consideration of 

the next United States Supreme Court nominee until after the  federal elections now in process 

have been decided, the new Senate seated, and the President inaugurated on January 20, 2021.  

Since its founding in 1963, at the request of President John F. Kennedy, the Lawyers’ Committee 

has been devoted to the principle of equal justice for all with a particular focus on racial justice.  

As members of the bar, we expect and rely upon adherence to the rule of law and the 

legitimacy of our courts in upholding our democracy.  The passing of Justice Ruth Bader 

Ginsburg is a grievous loss for our country as she valiantly fought for the protection of civil 

rights for all throughout her career.  The court vacancy created by her death comes at a time 

when absentee and early voting are already underway in this year’s presidential and senatorial 

elections. In this unprecedented circumstance, we believe it is highly inappropriate for a 

Supreme Court nominee to be confirmed until after the elections have been decided, the new 

Senate seated, and the President inaugurated. Never before in our country’s history has a 

Supreme Court nominee been confirmed while a presidential election was already underway.1  

When a Supreme Court vacancy occurred near the end of President Abraham Lincoln’s first 

term, he waited until after he was re-elected to nominate Salmon Chase.2 

In 2016, when the Senate was faced with a nomination of a new Justice following the 

death of Associate Justice Antonin Scalia in February of an election year, the Senate Majority 

Leader refused to allow a hearing or a vote on President Barack Obama’s nomination of Judge 

Merrick Garland.  While there is precedent for the consideration and confirmation of nominees 

by the Senate more than six months before the election, which would have made prompt 

consideration of Judge Garland’s nomination appropriate, proceeding with the nomination 

 
1 https://www.scotusblog.com/2016/02/supreme-court-vacancies-in-presidential-election-years/; 

https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/09/19/us/politics/supreme-court-vacancies-election-year.html.   
2 Supreme Court Chief Justice Roger B. Taney died in October 1964. 

https://supremecourthistory.org/timeline_taney.html. President Abraham Lincoln nominated Salmon Chase to 

become the next Chief Justice on December 6, 1964 after the November election. 

https://supremecourthistory.org/timeline_salmonchase.html.  



 
 

process while the election is underway and its conclusion only six weeks away would unduly 

politicize the selection of a new Associate Justice and risk lasting damage to the confidence of 

the American people in the Supreme Court and thus to our democracy. 

It is imperative to members of the bar and all who call America home that we apply rules 

and processes with consistency.  Surely, if the Senate believed that consideration of President 

Obama’s nominee was inappropriate nine months before the election, then the Senate must 

conclude that consideration of President Trump’s expected nominee would be even less so as it 

comes fewer than 40 days before election day.  As voters continue to head to the polls and cast 

their ballots over that short time, they will decide both who will be the next President and the 

composition of a new Senate. The voters must be allowed to determine the persons who will 

nominate and confirm our next Associate Justice of the Supreme Court.  

Thank you for your consideration of our position.  

Respectfully,3  

Thomas Sager, Co-Chair,        Wilmington, DE 

Ballard Spahr LLC                 

Shira Scheindlin, Co-Chair,        Brooklyn, NY 

Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP                

Eleanor Smith, Secretary,        Washington, DC 

Zuckerman Spaeder LLP                

David Smith, Treasurer,        Philadelphia, PA 

Schnader Harrison Segal & Lewis LLP              

Nicholas Christakos, General Counsel                 Rockville, MD  

Kristen Clarke, President & Executive Director    Washington, DC 

 

Stanley Brown, Hogan Lovells       New York, NY 

Robert Harrington, Robinson, Bradshaw & Hinson, P.A.    Charlotte, NC 

James P. Joseph, Arnold & Porter LLP              Washington, DC 

Adam Klein, Outten & Golden LLP       New York, NY 

Jane Sherburne, Sherburne PLLC               Washington, DC 

Edward Soto, Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP           Miami, FL  

Joseph West, Duane Morris, LLP              Washington, DC 

 

Kevin Armstrong, Mitchell Hamline School of Law    St. Paul, MN 

Roy L. Austin, Jr., Harris, Wiltshire & Grannis, LLP   Washington, DC 

Adam Banks, Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP     New York, NY 

Daniel Barr, Perkins Coie LLP      Phoenix, AZ 

Judy Barraso, Barrasso Usdin Kupperman Freeman & Sarver, LLC  New Orleans, LA  

 
3 Please note, the signatories listed below have joined solely in their personal capacity. The 

firms, organizations, and universities listed are provided for identification purposes of the 

signatory only. 



 
 

Lynne Bernabei, Bernabei & Kabat PLLC     Washington, DC 

Laura Besvinick, Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP     Miami, FL 

Jonathan I. Blackman, Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP  New York, NY 

Jack Block, Retired        Chicago, IL 

Benjamin Blustein, Miner, Barnhill & Galland, P.C.    Chicago, IL 

David Bodney, Ballard Spahr LLP       Phoenix, AZ 

John W. Borkowski, Husch Blackwell LLP     Chicago, IL 

Kim Boyle         New Orleans, LA 

Bill Bradley, Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP     Atlanta, GA  

Alvin Bragg, New York Law School       New York, NY 

Chava Brandriss, Davis Wright Tremaine LLP    Washington, DC 

Terrel Broussard, Broussard Dispute Solutions, LLC   New Orleans, LA 

David Brown, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP  New York, NY 

John A. Camp, Ice Miller LLP      Miami, FL 

Douglass Cassel, Notre Dame Law School     Newburgh, NY 

Todd Chandler        New York, NY 

Jim Chanin, Law Offices of James B. Chanin    Oakland, CA 

Michael Chanin, Retired        Bethesda, MD 

Kami Chavis         Winston-Salem, NC 

Fay Clayton, Retired           Evanston, IL 

Edward Correia, Correia & Osolinik      Bethesda, MD 

Peter Covington, McGuireWoods LLP     Charlotte, NC 

Marion A. Cowell, Jr, Kilpatrick, Townsend, & Stockton    Charlotte, NC 

Michelle Craig, Transcendent Law Group     New Orleans, LA 

David Crichlow, Katten Muchin & Rosenman LLP    New York, NY 

Michelle Danso, Man Group PLC      New York, NY  

Terry Dee, McDermott Will & Emery     Chicago, IL 

Derin Dickerson, Alston & Bird LLP      Atlanta, GA 

Emma Dickson, BroadRiver Asset Management, LP    New York, NY 

Cynthia Dow, Russell Reynolds Associates     Boston, MA 

Paul Eckstein, Perkins Coie LLP      Phoenix, AZ 

Robert Ehrenbard, Kelley, Drye & Warren               Rhinebeck, NY 

John Ericson, Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP    New York, NY 

Ira M. Feinberg, Hogan Lovells US LLP     New York, NY 

Marc Fleischaker, Chair Emeritus Arent Fox, LLP    Washington, DC 

John Fleming, Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP    Atlanta, GA 

Eleanor M. Fox, New York University School of Law    New York, NY 

Joseph Gelb, Retired, Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP             Rhinebeck, NY 

Robert Graham, Jenner and Block LLP     Chicago, IL 

Conrad Harper, Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP     New York, NY  

Gregory Hansel, Preti, Flaherty, Beliveau, & Pachios, Chartered, LLP Portland, ME 

Sarah Harrington, Goldstein & Russell, P.C.     Washington, DC 

Keith Harrison, Crowell & Moring LLP     Washington, DC 



 
 

Vilia Hayes, Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP     New York, NY 

Andrew Hendry, Retired, Colgate - Palmolive Company    Pinehurst, NC 

Damaris Hernandez, Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP   New York, NY 

Jay Himes, Labaton Sucharow LLP      New York, NY 

Derek T. Ho, Kellogg, Hansen, Todd, Figel & Frederick, PLLC  Washington, DC 

Matthew Hoffman         Chevy Chase, MD 

Robert Kapp, Hogan Lovells US LLP     Washington, DC   

Stephen Kastenberg, Ballard Spahr LLP     Philadelphia, PA 

Jerome  Katz, Ropes & Gray LLP      New York, NY 

Kim Keenan         Washington, DC 

Andrew Kentz, Picard Kentz & Rowe LLP     Washington, DC 

Charles Kerr, Retired Partner, Morrison & Foerster LLP   Irvington, NY 

Moe Keshavarzi, Sheppard, Mullin, Richter & Hampton, LLP  Los Angeles, CA 

John Kiernan, Debevoise & Plimpton LLC     New York, NY 

Loren Kieve, Kieve Law Offices       San Francisco, CA 

Alan Klinger, Stroock & Stroock & Lavan LLP    New York, NY 

Edward Labaton, Labaton & Sucharow LLP      New York, NY  

Michael Lacovara, Latham & Watkins     New York, NY 

Brian Landsberg, University of Pacific, McGeorge School of Law  Sacramento, CA 

Michael Lehr, Retired        Philadelphia, PA 

Charles Lester, Eversheds Sutherland (US) LLP     Atlanta, GA 

Jerome  Levine, Loeb & Loeb LLP      New York, NY 

John Libby, Manatt Phelps & Phillips     Los Angeles, CA 

Andy Liu, Nichols Liu LLP       Washington, DC 

Jack Londen, Morrison & Foerster LLP     San Francisco, CA 

Christopher M. Mason, Nixon Peabody LLP     New York, NY 

Brian Matsui         Chevy Chase, MD 

Rob McDuff, Law Office of Robert McDuff;     Jackson, MS 

Mississippi Center for Justice       

Neil McKittrick, Ogletree, Deakins, Nash, Smoak & Stewart, PC  Boston, MA 

James P. McLoughlin, Jr., Moore & Van Allen, PLLC   Charlotte, NC 

Brian Melendez, Barnes & Thornburg LLP     Minneapolis, MN 

Becky Monroe, Leadership Conference on Civil and Human Rights Washington, DC 

Robert Murphy, Retired            Boston, MA 

John Nonna, Westchester County       White Plains, NY  

Richard Parker, Gibson, Dunn and Crutcher     Washington, DC 

Bradley Phillips, Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP    Los Angeles, CA 

Michael Pignato, Dorsey & Whitney LLP     Minneapolis, MN 

Stephen Pollak        Washington, DC 

Eva Pulliam, Arent Fox LLP       Washington, DC 

Tracie Ransom, Ransom Strategies Group LLC    Kansas City, MO 

John Relman, Relman Colfax PLLC      Washington, DC 

Julissa Reynoso, Winston & Strawn LLP     New York, NY 



 
 

Sidney Rosdeitcher, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP New York, NY 

David Rosenbaum, Osborn Maledon, P.A.     Phoenix, AZ 

Lowell Sachnoff            Evanston, IL 

Paul Saunders, Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP    New York, NY 

John Savarese, Wachtell, Lipton, Rosen & Katz    New York, NY 

Richard Schwartz, Holland & Hart LLP     Chevy Chase, MD 

Jennifer Scullion, Seeger Weiss LLP      Jersey City, NJ 

Marc Seltzer, Susman Godfrey LLP      Los Angeles, CA 

Lila Shapiro-Cyr, Ballard Spahr LLP      Baltimore, MD 

Valerie  Shea, Goldberg Segalla LLP       Miami, Florida  

Jeffrey Simes, Goodwin Procter LLP      New York, NY 

Marsha Simms, Retired       New York, NY 

Mark Srere, Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP    Washington, DC 

Neil Steiner          New York, NY 

Errol Taylor, Milbank LLP       New York, NY 

Craig Thompson, Venable LLP      Baltimore, MD  

Dr. Sandra Thompson, Finlayson Toffer Roosevelt & Lilly LLP  Irvine, CA 

Andrew E. Tomback, McLaughlin & Stern     New York, NY 

Michael Traynor        Berkeley, CA 

Suzanne Turner, Dechert LLP      Washington, DC 

Peter Van Cleve, Bryan Cave Leighton Paisner LLP    St. Louis, MO 

Joe Whatley, Whatley Kallas LLP      Aspen, CO 

Raymond Williams, DLA Piper      Voorhees, NJ 

Brenda Wright, Demos       New York, NY 

 


