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the Problem

× Importance of the 
Census, Funding and 
Engagement 
Strategies

× Special Initiatives by 
Organizations to 
Increase the Count of 
Black Males

× Messaging, Resources 
& Other Programs 

× Census Updates
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African-American households are at risk of 
being undercounted. The African-American 
population has been historically undercounted 
in the decennial census, disadvantaging their 
families, communities, and neighborhoods. In 
fact: 
ω ¢ƘŜ нлмл /Ŝƴǎǳǎ ǳƴŘŜǊŎƻǳƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ-
American population by more than 800,000
ω !ǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ т ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ-
American children were overlooked by the 
2010 Census, roughly twice the rate for young 
non-Hispanic White children. 
ω !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ-American men have been historically 
undercounted in greater numbers than men of 
other racial or ethnic groups. 
ω ¢ƻŘŀȅΣ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ 
Americans live in historically undercounted 
census tracts.
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Of this rate, African-American men have been historically undercounted in greater numbers than men of other racial or ethnic groups



Note: Net undercounts are 

shown as a negative numbers
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Dr. William 
hΩIŀǊŜ ς
Count All Kids



Census coverage for males and females by race in the 2010 census
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SourceU.S. Census Bureau, Demographic Analysis tables released May 2012

Males Females

Total ī0.8 1.1

Black Alone ī4.6 ī0.1

Non-Black Alone ī0.3 1.1

SourceU.S. Census Bureau, Demographic Analysis tables released May 2012



Counting Black Men 
and Young Black Males 
on the 2020 Census

Brenton Brown 

Director of Public Policy and Community Affairs
South Carolina Commission for Minority Affairs



Census Overview
ω ¢ƘŜ ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƻƴŎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘŜƴ ȅŜŀǊ ŜƴǳƳŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ όƻǊ 
counting) of all residents in the United States.

ω ¢ƘŜ ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ōŜƎŀƴ ƛƴ мтфл ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƻǳǘƭƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ 
Article I, §нΣ ŎƭŀǳǎŜ о ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ /ƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΥ ά¢ƘŜ 
actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years 
after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United 
States, and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, 
ƛƴ ǎǳŎƘ aŀƴƴŜǊ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǎƘŀƭƭ ōȅ [ŀǿ ŘƛǊŜŎǘΦέ

ω ¢ƘŜ ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǇƻǿŜǊ 
ω ¢ƘŜ нлнл ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎŜƴǎǳǎ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ 
can respond online

What the Census determines
ω !ƭƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 
reapportionment of seats in Congress and 
drawing of new legislative districts

ω 5ƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŦǳƴŘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ 
formulas 

ω /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ 
hospitals

ω /ƛǾƛƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦŀƛǊ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ 
laws, the Voting Rights Act, and other 
legislation

ω .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǎƛǘŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ 
deciding where to expand 

ω !ŦŦŜŎǘǎ Ƙƻǿ ƻǘƘŜǊ Řŀǘŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ -
population estimates and projections, weights 

for sample surveys ςany group or institution 
that uses data for planning, often starts 
with Census



Economic Power: The Census and Funding
ω aŜŘƛŎŀƛŘ 
ω CŜŘŜǊŀƭ 5ƛǊŜŎǘ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘ [ƻŀƴǎ 
ω {ǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀƭ bǳǘǊƛǘƛƻƴ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 
ω IƛƎƘǿŀȅ /ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 
ω tŜƭƭ DǊŀƴǘ 
ω bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŎƘƻƻƭ [ǳƴŎƘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ
ω {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ у IƻǳǎƛƴƎ ±ƻǳŎƘŜǊǎ 
ω .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅ [ƻŀƴǎ 
ω wǳǊŀƭ wŜƴǘŀƭ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ tŀȅƳŜƴǘǎ



Census Questions
ω Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
living or staying in this 
dwelling on April 1, 2020? 
ω ²ŜǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀƴȅ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
people staying here on April 
1, 2020 that you did not 
include in Question 1? 
ω Lǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ŀǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΣ 
or mobile home? 
ω ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜƭŜǇƘƻƴŜ 
number? 
ω [ƛǎǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǎŜȄ 
ω [ƛǎǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀƎŜ 
ω [ƛǎǘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎΩ ǊŀŎŜ



Hard-to-Count (Historically Undercounted) Populations

ω /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ с 
ω 9ǘƘƴƛŎ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ όŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƳŜƴύ 
ω wǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 
ω [ƻǿ-wealth households 
ω aƛƎǊŀƴǘ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ 
ω tŜǊǎƻƴǎ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ ŀ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ƻǊ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ 

address



Effective Engagement Strategies

üEmphasize that census participation is apolitical and 
nonpartisan 
üEducate as to how lack of census participation reinforces the 

cycle of low wages being instituted in Black communities 
üExplain that the census assists the government in determining 

where resources should be directed to assist communities 
üCombine census participation with voter engagement activities 
üRelate census engagement with community development 

initiatives (i.e. money for schools, healthcare facilities, roads, 
etc.) 
üEducate as to how census participation influences business 

development



Outreach Method: 
Trusted Voices

ω ¢ƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ 
for reaching Black men and 
young Black males are 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ άǘǊǳǎǘŜŘ ǾƻƛŎŜǎΦέ 

ω ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŘ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ 
of a community that are held 
in high esteem and respected 
for their character and 
integrity. 

ω ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǾƻƛŎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ 
athletes, coaches, 
entertainers, older male role 
models, etc.



Outreach Method: Trusted Locations
In addition to trusted voices, it is important to reach 
Black men at trusted locations. To reach Black men you 
must go where they are and communicate in the circles 
they communicate in, such as: barbershops, sporting 
events, radio, television, and social media.



Vary Methods
ω [ƛƪŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ .ƭŀŎƪ 
men and young Black males are not a 
monolith. 
ω ¢ƘŜǊŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘ 
strategies to engage the various sub-
demographic groups within various 
Black male communities. 



Helen Butler, Executive Director
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