
 
 

 

 

 

Hon. Mitch McConnell, Maj. Leader  

U.S. Senate  

S230 U.S. Capitol  
Washington, D.C. 20510  
 

Hon. Chuck Grassley, Chairman 
U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary  

224 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510  

 

   March 17, 2017 

 

Hon. Charles Schumer, Min. Leader  

U.S. Senate  

S221 U.S. Capitol  
Washington, D.C. 20510  

 

Hon. Dianne Feinstein, Ranking Member  

U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary  

152 Dirksen Senate Office Building 

Washington, D.C. 20510  

 

RE: LAWYERS’ COMMITTEE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS UNDER LAW’S 

STATEMENT REGARDING THE NOMINATION OF JUDGE NEIL GORSUCH TO 

SERVE AS ASSOCIATE JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT 

 

 

 

Dear Leader McConnell, Leader Schumer, Chairman Grassley, and Ranking Member Feinstein:  

 

We, the undersigned members of the Board of Directors and Trustees of the Lawyers’ 

Committee for Civil Rights Under Law, write to express our concern regarding the nomination 

of Judge Neil Gorsuch to serve as an Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court. 

Since its creation in 1963 at the urging of President John F. Kennedy, the Lawyers’ Committee 

for Civil Rights Under Law has been devoted to the recognition and enforcement of civil rights 

in the United States. While we have seen significant progress in America, the challenges of 

unlawful discrimination remain. Recognizing the Supreme Court’s critical role in civil rights 

enforcement and the central role that the Court plays in our democracy, the Lawyers’ Committee 

has long reviewed the record of nominees to the Court to determine whether the nominee 

demonstrates views that are consistent with the core civil rights principles for which we have 

long advocated.  

 

During every term, critical cases come before the Supreme Court concerning issues of 

great public importance, including cases concerning the interpretation and application of the 

Constitution and federal civil rights laws. In evaluating nominees to the Court, the Lawyers’ 

Committee has employed a rigorous standard with two distinct components: (1) exceptional 

competence to serve on the Court, and (2) profound respect for the importance of protecting the 

civil rights afforded by the Constitution and the nation’s civil rights laws. We are concerned that 

there is an inadequate record to determine whether Judge Gorsuch has a commitment to 

protecting and safeguarding civil rights. Therefore, we cannot conclude that the second prong of 

our requirement for endorsement is satisfied.  Based upon our review of Judge Gorsuch’s record, 

we are concerned by both his narrow understanding of the rights that are protected by the 



 
 

 

Constitution and his skeptical view about the importance of the federal courts’ role in protecting 

those rights.  

 

 In his criminal justice decisions, Judge Gorsuch takes a narrow view of constitutional 

rights, including particularly Fourth Amendment rights. The judge’s record also raises concerns 

given his views on educational opportunities and students with disabilities. Lastly, Judge 

Gorsuch has written a number of opinions on employment law issues in which he has 

disproportionately affirmed district court decisions dismissing claims asserted by people of color, 

women, and disabled people.   

 

 During his tenure as Deputy Assistant Attorney General at the U.S. Department of 

Justice, Judge Gorsuch assisted in managing the Civil Rights Division.  We urge you to ask 

Judge Gorsuch to provide details about his involvement in the enforcement work and operations 

of the Division during his tenure. In addition, we also urge you to examine Judge Gorsuch’s 

views regarding the importance of stare decisis in deciding constitutional issues, given the 

centrality of stare decisis to Supreme Court constitutional jurisprudence. 

 

The U.S. Supreme Court stands at the helm of one of our most important institutions. 

Every term, critical cases come before the Court involving core areas of American life. Thus, a 

new Justice must be someone who will enhance the standing of the Court, while bringing true 

independence to the role. We look forward to working with the Committee to ensure that a full 

examination of Judge Gorsuch’s record takes place, including a careful examination of his views 

concerning the interpretation and enforcement of civil rights laws. We reserve the opportunity to 

amend our position on this nominee based upon the hearing record.    

  

 

Respectfully, 

 

Executive Committee 

 

Kristen Clarke, President and Executive Director    Washington, DC 

James P. Joseph, Co-Chair      Washington, DC 

John Nonna, Co-Chair      New York, NY  

   

Nicholas Christakos       Washington, DC 

Lisa Cleary         New York, NY 

David Harris        Roseland, NJ  

Andrew W. Kentz       Washington, DC  

Adam T. Klein       New York, NY 

Betsy Plevan        New York, NY 

Jane Sherburne       Washington, DC 

David Smith        Philadelphia, PA 

Eleanor H. Smith       Washington, DC 



 
 

 

Edward Soto        Miami, FL   

     

 

 

Board of Directors       

      

Kevin J. Armstrong       Minneapolis, MN 

Daniel C. Barr        Phoenix, AZ 

Douglas W. Baruch       Washington, DC 

Susan D. Bennett       Baltimore, MD 

Lynne  Bernabei        Washington, DC 

Jonathan I. Blackman       New York, NY 

Ben Bluestein         Chicago, IL 

David J.  Bodney        Phoenix, AZ 

John Borkowski        Chicago, IL 

Terrel J. Broussard        New Orleans, LA 

Stanley J. Brown        New York, NY  

John Camp        Miami, FL 

Michael H. Chanin       Washington, DC 

Fay Clayton         Evanston, IL 

Michael A. Cooper       New York, NY 

Edward Correa       Washington, DC 

Marion  Cowell       Charlotte, NC 

Michelle Craig       New Orleans, LA 

Terry Dee        Chicago, IL 

Armand Defner        Charleston, SC 

Emma  Dickson       San Francisco, CA 

Cynthia Lee Dow       New York, NY 

Clarence Dunnaville       Richmond, VA 

Paul F. Eckstein        Phoenix, AZ 

Robert  Ehrenbard       New York, NY 

Ira M.  Feinberg       New York, NY 

Marc L. Fleischaker       Washington, DC 

John Fleming        Atlanta, GA 

Eleanor M. Fox       New York, NY 

Harold E. Franklin, Jr.       Atlanta, GA 

Marc Gary         New York, NY  

Joseph  Gelb        New York, NY 

Gregory P. Hansel       Portland, ME 

Conrad K. Harper       New York, NY 

Matthew M. Hoffman       Washington, DC 

John M. Hogan        Miami, FL 

Jerome E. Hyman       New York, NY 

Robert H. Kapp       Washington, DC 



 
 

 

Stephen J. Kastenberg       Philadelphia, PA 

Laura Kaster        Princeton, NJ 

Jerome C. Katz       New York, NY 

Michael Keats        New York, NY 

Maximilian W. Kempner      Lexington, MA 

Charles Kerr        Irvington, NY 

Loren Kieve        San Francisco, CA  

Alan M. Klinger       New York, NY 

Naho Kobayashi       Charlotte, NC 

Dan Kolb        New York, NY 

Edward W. Labaton       New York, NY 

Michael Lacovara       New York, NY 

Brian K. Landsberg       Sacramento, CA 

Michael Lehr        Philadelphia, PA 

Charles T. Lester, Jr.        Atlanta, GA 

Marjorie Press Lindblom      New York, NY 

Andy Liu         Washington, DC 

Jack Londen        San Francisco, CA 

Neil McKittrick       Boston, MA 

Jim McLoughlin       Charlotte, NC 

Brian Melendez       Minneapolis, MN 

Robert A. Murphy        Boston, MA 

Aasia Mustakeem       Atlanta, GA 

Frederick M. Nicholas      Culver City, CA 

Richard G. Parker       Washington, DC 

Roswell B. Perkins       New York, NY 

Bradley S. Phillips        Los Angeles, CA 

Kit A. Pierson        Washington, DC 

Michael K. Pignato        Minneapolis, MN 

Stephen J. Pollak       Washington, DC 

Michael Reardon       Washington, DC 

Carroll Rhodes        Jackson, MS 

Sidney S. Rosdeitcher       New York, NY 

David  Rosenbaum       Phoenix, AZ 

Lowell Sachnoff       Chicago, IL 

Paul C. Saunders        New York, NY 

John Savarese        New York, NY 

Shira A. Scheindlin        New York, NY 

Richard T. Seymour       Washington, DC 

Valerie Shea         Miami, FL 

Jeffrey A. Simes       New York, NY  

Garfield B. Simms       Washington, DC 

Marsha E. Simms       New York, NY 

John Skilton        Washington, DC 



 
 

 

Dr. Sandra Thompson       Irvine, CA 

Andrew E. Tomback       New York, NY 

Michael W. Tyler       Atlanta, GA 

Peter D. Van Cleve       St. Louis, MO 

Alan B. Vickery       New York, NY 

Ekow N. Yahkah       New York, NY  


