
                            

 

Friday, November 21, 2014 

Dear Governor Nixon:  

 

As national civil and human rights organizations and leaders committed to the protection of the rights of African 

Americans and all Americans, we come together as we did in the immediate aftermath of Michael Brown’s death to 

urge you to respect the rights of the all of the residents in Ferguson.  While we all await the decision of the grand jury 

impaneled to decide whether or not to indict Michael Brown’s killer, Officer Darren Wilson, and as we all continue to 

mourn the loss of Michael Brown and all of the unarmed people of color who are killed daily on our streets, we urge 

you to exercise responsible and thoughtful judgment that would not allow the people of Ferguson to once again be 

victimized by those put in office to serve and protect them.   

Despite your premature declaration of a state of emergency and activation of the National Guard, we hope that you 

send a strong message to the residents of Ferguson and the surrounding area that they will not be treated as second 

class citizens, subjected to unnecessary, militaristic, and overly aggressive policing tactics of the sort many feel 

contributed to Michael Brown’s killing.  Additionally, we urge you to reassure all residents that while law enforcement 

will serve to protect everyone’s safety, it will simultaneously uphold the constitutional rights to free speech and 

assembly of residents and any others who have chosen to exercise that sacred right.   

Once again, the whole world will be watching Ferguson.  It is imperative that the militarized and abusive police 

tactics deployed against peaceful protestors and witnessed worldwide are not repeated.   All steps must be taken to 

ensure that our citizens’ constitutional right to protest is protected, and that no one is subjected to abuse, harassment, or 

punishment for having chosen to exercise that sacred right.  We are all beneficiaries of those like Martin Luther King, 

Rosa Parks, Cesar Chavez, Dorothy Height and countless others who exercised their constitutional rights to free speech 

and freedom of assembly and changed our country for the better by forcing it to live up to its creed of “equal 

opportunity for all.”   

As representatives of the larger civil and human rights community, we stand in solidarity with young leaders like 

Jerika Taylor, Antoine White otherwise known as “T-Dubb,” clergy and the many others on the ground who are 

working every day to achieve progress in Ferguson.  While Michael Brown’s killing has highlighted the ongoing racial 

tensions in Ferguson and other similarly situated communities, as well as the ongoing structural barriers that limit 

opportunities for African Americans, we know that this is a long term struggle for social and economic equality.  Thus, 

we expect there to be continued protests and calls for change by residents and we will support them in these efforts.   

 

 



Additionally, while we truly appreciate and support the ongoing discussions to negotiate principles of engagement 

by law enforcement with the community, we cannot ignore the fact that there remains a continued mistrust and concern 

of law enforcement by many in the Ferguson community.  This is why it is particularly important to develop better 

cooperation and relationships amongst residents, law enforcement and elected officials to effectively confront the 

challenges in Ferguson and the greater St. Louis community.  These problems will not be resolved overnight, but they 

can and will be if your administration, law enforcement and the community work together to address the systemic 

problems that African Americans are facing in your state. While we hope for the best, all of our organizations will 

continue to monitor the situation in Ferguson and other cities and take necessary actions to uphold our laws and fight 

for justice for all.  
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